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Candidate Assessments the program uses to and through recommending the credential.
Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) Forms
The Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) form represents the clinical and academic
standards set forth by the American Speech, Language, and Hearing Association (ASHA) that
are required for all students as they progress through the graduate program. Classes were
identified in which each of these standards was addressed. For each of these classes a
competency verification form was developed in order to document that each student is gaining
the knowledge needed to meet those standards as they move through the program. While the
student is taking those classes that have been identified the instructor will document on the
competency verification form as the specified academic and clinical competencies are met. If a
student does not demonstrate competency an action plan is established and the instructor works
with the student to try and make sure that the competencies are addressed and mastered prior to
graduation. Each semester the graduate student meets with their academic advisor and those
courses where the competency verification forms have been completed are subsequently signed
off on the KASA form. If competency is not demonstrated in any area the academic advisor will
now be aware of that in addition to the instructor. They will continue to work with the student to
try to make sure that the competency is mastered prior to moving forward in the program.
However if a competency is not mastered by the time of graduation, then the KASA form will
not be signed off, and the student will not be eligible for the Certificate of Clinical Competence
through ASHA.
In addition, two graduate classes CDDS 220 and CDDS 207 have been identified as key courses
students must demonstrate competency in, prior to being allowed to go into an off campus
medical externship placement.
SLP’s Evaluation of Candidate Performance (includes on campus clinical placement and
educational field placement).
The clinical practicum evaluation form is completed for each student by their clinical supervisor
every semester. During their first three semesters of clinical practicum (CDDS 230) students
have an on-campus clinical placement. The clinical practicum evaluation is completed 2-3 times
throughout the semester. If at any time during the semester a student is not demonstrating
competency in the area specified on the evaluation, the supervisor and student together will
develop an action plan to remediate any identified areas of need. If at any time it appears that the
student is at risk for not passing the clinical practicum experience, the clinical director is notified
and will become involved in the remediation process as needed. If by the end of the semester,
the student has not demonstrated competent performance for any of the areas on the clinical
practicum evaluation form the student will be required to repeat that semester of clinic again.
Once the student has successfully completed three semesters of on-campus clinical experience
(CDDS 230), as indicated by their clinical practicum evaluation, the KASA form is signed off
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for the applicable standards and the student is then considered to be ready for an off-campus
clinical placement either in a medical externship setting (CDDS 267) or an educational field
placement (CDDS 257). While in their medical externship or educational field placement the
same evaluation process is adhered to using the clinical practicum evaluation form. The students
must demonstrate competency as indicated on their evaluation before receiving credit for the
clinical experience and getting those KASA standards signed off. Students who do not
demonstrate competence, as indicated by their clinical practicum evaluation, will be required to
repeat the off campus clinical experience until such time as the clinical competencies and ASHA
standards have been met.
SLPS Candidate Dispositions Evaluation
In addition to utilizing our clinical competency evaluation to assess and document individual
student competency as they move through the program, several items on the clinical practicum
evaluation form are utilized to evaluation each candidates of professional dispositions as
established by the Department of Education. Data on these specific items is collected and
analyzed, every fall and spring semester, to identify potential strengths and weaknesses regarding
our program and the way in which we are preparing students to be competent professionals in
educational settings. Results of this analysis are included within our biennial report to the CTC
that was submitted in the fall, 2010.
Speech Pathology Graduate Student Exit Interviews
During the final week prior to graduation, all students are asked to participate in exit interviews.
These sessions are held in small groups of 1-4 students and conducted every year. The results of
these interviews are shared with faculty throughout the semester, during faculty meetings and are
also included in our program review documents (e.g. Biennial report to CTC, ASHA
accreditation review, and departmental student outcome assessment program). Potential changes
to the program are discussed based on the data.
Praxis II Speech-Language Pathology Test scores
The Praxis II Speech-Language Pathology Test evaluates the beginning clinician’s knowledge of
the fundamental speech-language pathology concepts, as well as current practices in the field.
Passing this test is necessary to obtain the ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence and state
licensure. In addition, California Assembly Bill 2837 requires candidates for the California
Clear Speech-Language Pathology Services Credential to pass this test. Nearly all speech
pathology graduate students in our program take this test near the end of their graduate studies.
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362
California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
(No longer required!)Course: CDDS 110
Standard III-B. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and
swallowing processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological,
developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases
Competency

Basic Human
Communication
Processes

Performance
Indicators
Cultural

1. The student
participated in class
discussions and
achieved a passing
grade on written exams
demonstrating an
understanding of:
language disorders vs.
differences; the pros
and cons of using
standardized tests;
alternative assessment
procedures that prevent
cultural bias; nonbiased interview
strategies; and use of
interpreters.
2. The student planned
and implemented a
complete speech and
language evaluation
without cultural bias
(final practicum).

Met
?
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Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency

Receptive and expressive language
(phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics) in
speaking, listening, reading,
writing, and manual modalities

Performance
Indicators
Characteristics

The student demonstrated an
understanding of the
characteristics of normal and
disordered receptive and
expressive language
through:
1. successful administration
and interpretation of
standardized language tests,
2. successful collection and
analysis of a spontaneous
speech-language sample
which includes a discussion
of the client’s phonology,
morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics.

Met
?
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Fluency

Assessment

Receptive and Expressive
Language

Assessment

Voice and Resonance

Assessment

1. The student identified several
standardized tests and informal
assessment procedures for the
assessment of articulation,
language, voice, fluency,
cognition, and pragmatics as
part of achieving a passing
grade on written exams.
2. Final practicum: Given a
client, the student successfully
developed an appropriate
assessment plan for the
evaluation of speech, language,
voice, fluency, and cognition.
3. Final practicum: The student
conducted a thorough speech
and language evaluation to
include: a review of the case
history, client/parent interview,
oral-peripheral exam, hearing
screening, appropriate
standardized tests, criterion
referenced tests, informal
procedures, a speech-language
sample, and a written
assessment report.

Met
?
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Standard IV-G: The applicant for certification must complete a program of study that includes
supervised clinical experiences sufficient in breadth and depth to achieve the following skills
outcomes (in addition to clinical experiences, skills may be demonstrated through successful
performance on academic course work and examinations, independent projects, or other
appropriate alternative methods):
Competency

Performance Indicators

Evaluation1

Articulation

Evaluation1

Fluency

Evaluation1

Voice and resonance, including
respiration and phonation

Evaluation1

Receptive and expressive language
(phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics) in speaking,
listening, reading, writing, and manual
modalities

Evaluation1

Social aspects of communication
(including challenging behavior,
ineffective social skills, lack of
communication opportunities)

Met?

1. Final practicum: The
student conducted a
thorough speech and
language evaluation to
include: a review of the case
history, client/parent
interview, oral-peripheral
exam, hearing screening,
appropriate standardized
tests, criterion referenced
tests, informal procedures, a
speech-language sample, and
a written assessment report.
The evaluation included an
assessment of speech,
language, fluency, voice,
cognition, pragmatics, and
behavior.
2. The student interpreted
assessment results,
developed a diagnosis, made
appropriate
recommendations for
intervention, and made

1 (must include all skill outcomes listed in a-g below for each of the 9 major areas): (a) Conduct screening and prevention procedures (including
prevention activities); (b) Collect case history information and integrate information from clients/patients, family, caregivers, teachers, relevant
others, and other professionals; (c) Select and administer appropriate evaluation procedures, such as behavioral observations nonstandardized and
standardized tests, and instrumental procedures; (d) Adapt evaluation procedures to meet client/patient needs; (e) Interpret, integrate, and
synthesize all information to develop diagnoses and make appropriate recommendations for intervention; (f) Complete administrative and
reporting functions necessary to support evaluation; (g) Refer clients/patients for appropriate services.
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Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

referrals, as needed.
3. The student produced and
submitted a professional
diagnostic/assessment report
summarizing the results of
their assessment.

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 202
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency
Hearing, including the impact on
speech and language

Performance Indicators
Etiologies

Through written assessment
student will discuss the
common etiologies of
hearing loss in children and
adults.

Through written assignment
student will describe the
psychological issues
surrounding hearing loss in
children, adults, and their
families.
Hearing, including the impact on
speech and language

Characteristics

Through written assessment
student will describe
common characteristics
associated with presbycusis.

Through class discussion
student will discuss the
impact of hearing loss on a
child’s speech and language
development.

Met?
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Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Hearing, including the impact on
speech and language

Prevention

Through class discussion,
student will explain the need
for hearing conservation.

Hearing, including the impact on
speech and language

Assessment

Through written assignment
student will discuss the
benefits of hearing
assessment scales.

Met?

Through class discussion,
student will be able to
discuss testing methods and
procedures for diagnosing
auditory processing
disorders.
Hearing, including the impact on
speech and language

Intervention

Through written assignment
student will successfully
complete a case study and
develop an aural
rehabilitation plan.

Through class discussion
student will discuss strengths
and limitations of current
aural rehabilitation
curriculum for children and
adults.

_____________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 204
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency

Performance Indicators

Fluency

Etiologies

The student will identify and
describe in writing the
theoretical issues related to
the causes of stuttering.

Fluency

Characteristics

The student will describe in
writing the characteristics of
childhood and adult
stuttering and the issues of
listener perception related to
fluency disorders.

Met?

Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency
Fluency

Performance Indicators
Prevention

Students will identify in
writing the risk factors
associated with the
development of stuttering.
Students will identify and
describe in writing
recommended procedures
shown to minimize the

Met?
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Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

development of stuttering.
Fluency

Assessment

Students will identify and
describe in writing and in
class discussions the critical
elements of assessing
stuttering.
Students will identify and
describe in writing
recommended assessment
procedures for stuttering.

Fluency

Intervention

Students will identify and
describe in writing and in
class discussions knowledge
of current treatment
procedures, empirically
supported treatment
procedures.
Students will identify in
writing procedures that are
common across different
treatment programs.
Students will distinguish in
writing and in class
discussions treatment for
children vs. that for adults
and the role of emotions and
attitudes in treatment.
Students will identify and
describe in writing
recommended treatment
techniques for stutterers and
the critical research needs in
stuttering treatment.

________________________________________
Instructor Signature

____________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 207
Standard III-B. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and
swallowing processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological,
developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases
Competency
Basic Human Communication
Processes

Performance Indicators
Developmental and
Lifespan

Met?

Students will demonstrate in
writing and in class
discussions knowledge of
anatomic, physiologic, and
neurologic processes as they
relate to normal language
production.

Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency

Performance Indicators

Cognitive aspects of communication
(attention, memory, sequencing,
problem-solving, executive functioning

Etiologies

Students will demonstrate in
writing knowledge of factors
that cause aphasia, dementia,
and RHD.

Cognitive aspects of communication
(attention, memory, sequencing,
problem-solving, executive functioning

Characteristics

Students will demonstrate in
writing the specific
characteristics of each
aphasia subtype.
Students will demonstrate in
writing the aspects of

Met?

372

Competency

Performance Indicators
cognition and
communication that can be
affected by aphasia,
dementia, and RHD.

Met?
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency
Cognitive aspects of
communication

Performance Indicators
Prevention

Students will demonstrate in
writing knowledge of factors
leading to aphasia, dementia,
and RHD.
Students will demonstrate
knowledge of behaviors that
are at high risk of causing
aphasia, dementia, and
RHD.

Cognitive aspects of
communication

Assessment

Students will make an
accurate differential
diagnosis when given
specific characteristics of
one aphasia subtype.
Students will identify
appropriate assessment
instruments for aphasia,
dementia, and RHD.

Cognitive aspects of
communication

Intervention

Students will identify in
writing appropriate
treatment procedures for
aphasia, dementia, and
RHD.
Students will identify and
describe in writing

Met?

374

Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

knowledge of current
evidence-based treatment
procedures for aphasia,
dementia, or RHD.

________________________________________________________

Instructor Signature

_______________________

Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 210

Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency
Swallowing (oral, pharyngeal,
esophageal, and related functions,
including oral function for
feeding; orofacial myofunction)

Performance Indicators
Etiologies

1. The student demonstrated
knowledge of the etiologies
and risk factors associated
with orofacial anomalies
through participation in class
discussions; written
descriptions; an oral
classroom presentation on an
assigned syndrome; and a
complete, accurate, and
well-documented research
paper on the assigned
syndrome.
2. The student demonstrated
an understanding of oralmotor development,
anatomy, and physiology as
they relate to the
velopharyngeal mechanism
and craniofacial issues
through participation in class
discussions and written
descriptions.

Swallowing (oral, pharyngeal,
esophageal, and related functions,
including oral function for
feeding; orofacial myofunction)

Characteristics

The student demonstrated
knowledge of characteristics
of selected genetic
syndromes and identified the
characteristics of voice,
articulation, resonance, and

Met?
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Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

swallowing/feeding
disorders associated with
cleft palate and other
craniofacial anomalies
through:
1. the submission of a
complete, accurate, and
well-documented research
paper on an assigned genetic
syndrome, and
2. a successful class
presentation based on the
genetic syndrome in their
research paper and designed
to teach the rest of the class
about the etiology,
characteristics, assessment,
and treatment parameters
associated with that
syndrome.

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 214
Standard III-B. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and
swallowing processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological,
developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases
Competency
Basic Human Communication
Processes

Performance Indicators
Cultural

Met?

Students will identify and
discuss in writing typical
language development and
theories of language
acquisition.

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding how to
accommodate cultural and
linguistic differences of the
child and family in
assessment and intervention.

Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency
Receptive and expressive language
(phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics) in
speaking, listening, reading,
writing, and manual modalities

Performance Indicators
Etiologies

Students will identify and
describe in writing various
etiologies of childhood
language disorders.

Met?
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Competency

Performance Indicators
Students will participate in
classroom discussion
regarding the etiology of
various syndromes and
developmental disorders
which may cause language
disorders.

Receptive and expressive language
(phonology, morphology, syntax,
semantics, and pragmatics) in
speaking, listening, reading,
writing, and manual modalities

Characteristics

Students will demonstrate in
writing knowledge of and
participate in classroom
discussions regarding
language and literacy
development in children.

Students will identify and
describe in writing the
specific characteristics of
various childhood language
disorders.
Social Aspects of Communication
(challenging behaviors, ineffective
social skills, lack of
communication opportunities)

Etiologies

The student will demonstrate
in writing knowledge of
those conditions and events
that cause or contribute to
challenging behaviors,
ineffective social skills, and
lack of communication
opportunities.

Social Aspects of Communication
(challenging behaviors, ineffective
social skills, lack of
communication opportunities)

Characteristics

The student will demonstrate
in writing knowledge of the
specific characteristics
related to challenging
behaviors, ineffective social
skills, and lack of
communication
opportunities.

Met?
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Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency

Receptive and Expressive
Language

Performance Indicators

Prevention

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding the following:
1. Supporting language
development in early
childhood settings
2. Preventing language and
literacy disorders
3. Enhancing language
development in toddlers.

Receptive and Expressive
Language

Assessment

Students will identify and
describe in writing the
following:
1. Appropriate formal and
informal assessment
procedures for children with
language disorders.
2. Integration of state and
federal mandates related to
special education and speech
and language assessment in
the public school setting.

Students will participate in
classroom discussion
regarding appropriate
assessment tools for children
with language disorders.

Met?
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Receptive and Expressive
Language

Intervention

Students will accurately
write and describe long-term
goals and target behaviors
for Individual Family
Service Plans (IFSP) for
infants and toddlers.

Students will accurately
write and describe long term
goals and target behaviors
for Individual Education
Plans (IEP) for school-aged
children.
Students will accurately
identify and describe in
writing appropriate
intervention for children
from multicultural
backgrounds.
Social aspects of communication

Prevention

Students will accurately
identify and describe in
writing prevention of social
communication deficits.

Social aspects of communication

Assessment

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding informal
assessment and observation
of children with social
communication deficits.

Students will identify and
describe in writing
assessment procedures
appropriate for children with
social language deficits,
interpretation of assessment
results, and assessment in a
variety of settings.
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Social aspects of communication

Intervention

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding appropriate
intervention for children
with social communication
deficits to include children
with pervasive
developmental disorders.

Students will explain and
identify in writing
appropriate goals and
implementation of those
goals for children with social
language deficits.

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 215
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency

Performance Indicators

Articulation

Etiologies

Competent completion of
case study section on
etiologies and characteristics
of speech sound disorders
(Case 1).

Articulation

Characteristics

Competent completion of
case study section on
characteristics of speech
sound disorders (Case 1).

Communication modalities
(including oral, manual,
augmentative and alternative
communication techniques, and
assistive technologies)

Characteristics

Competent completion of
case study on intervention
for severe speech disorders
(Case 4)

Met?

Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency
Articulation

Performance Indicators
Prevention

Competent completion of
case study section on
prevention of speech sound

Met?
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Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

disorders (Case 1)
Articulation

Assessment

Competent completion of
case study section on
assessment for speech sound
disorders (Case 2)

Articulation

Intervention

Competent completion of
case study on intervention
for speech sound disorders
(Case 3)

Standard IV-G: The applicant for certification must complete a program of study that includes
supervised clinical experiences sufficient in breadth and depth to achieve the following skills
outcomes (in addition to clinical experiences, skills may be demonstrated through successful
performance on academic course work and examinations, independent projects, or other
appropriate alternative methods):
Competency
Communication modalities
(including oral, manual,
augmentative, and alternative
communication techniques and
assistive technologies)

Performance Indicators
Evaluation

__________________________________
Instructor Signature

1

Met?

Competent completion of
case study section on
assessment of
communication modalities
for severe speech disorders
(Case 4)

_________________________
Date

(must include all skill outcomes listed in a-g below for each of the 9 major areas): (a) Conduct screening and prevention procedures
(including prevention activities); (b) Collect case history information and integrate information from clients/patients, family, caregivers, teachers,
relevant others, and other professionals; (c) Select and administer appropriate evaluation procedures, such as behavioral observations
nonstandardized and standardized tests, and instrumental procedures; (d) Adapt evaluation procedures to meet client/patient needs; (e) Interpret,
integrate, and synthesize all information to develop diagnoses and make appropriate recommendations for intervention; (f) Complete
administrative and reporting functions necessary to support evaluation; (g) Refer clients/patients for appropriate services.
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
VOICE (CDDS 216 is optional for thesis students, so they will need to verify competency in
these areas from CDDS 115 or “other” means)
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency
Voice and resonance, including
respiration and phonation

Performance Indicators
Etiologies

Met?

1. The student provided a
written description of the
etiologies associated with
specific voice disorders.
2. The student accurately
identified risk factors
associated with specific
voice disorders and listed
questions to include in a case
history in order to identify
such risk factors.

Voice and resonance, including
respiration and phonation

Characteristics

1. The student demonstrated
the ability to identify
specific voice disorders
given the acoustic properties
of the voice and physical
characteristics of the vocal
folds through :
a) participation in class
discussions, and b) written
exams. (115 & 216)

Standard

III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
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disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

Voice and Resonance

Prevention

The student provided a written and/or
verbal description of the components of
a vocal hygiene program and strategies
to prevent voice disorders, including:
voice rest, appropriate facilitating
techniques, amplification, elimination
of vocal abuse/ misuse, &/or dietary
mngt. (115 & 216)

Voice and Resonance

Assessment

1. The student provided a written
description of the components of a
complete voice evaluation to include a
thorough case history and specific
clinical tasks used to assess respiration,
vocal loudness, pitch, and quality. (216
& 115)
2. Through class discussion and written
exams the student demonstrated an
understanding of the ethical issues
associated with voice assessment & the
importance of collaboration with a
medical doctor. (216 & 115)

Voice and Resonance

Intervention

1. Through class discussions and
written exams, the student accurately
identified appropriate interventions
given a specific voice disorder. (115 &
216)

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 218
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency

Performance Indicators

Communication modalities
(including oral, manual,
augmentative and alternative
communication techniques, and
assistive technologies)

Etiologies

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing etiological issues.

Communication modalities
(including oral, manual,
augmentative and alternative
communication techniques, and
assistive technologies)

Characteristics

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing characteristics

Social aspects of communication
(challenging behavior, ineffective
social skills, lack of
communication opportunities)

Etiologies

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing etiological issues.

Social aspects of communication
(challenging behavior, ineffective
social skills, lack of
communication opportunities)

Characteristics

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing characteristics

Met?

Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
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and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Communication Modalities

Assessment

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing assessment.

Communication Modalities

Intervention

Competent completion of
critical review of treatment
approach.

Social aspects of communication

Prevention

Participation in class
discussion on prevention.

Social aspects of communication

Assessment

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing assessment.

Social aspects of communication

Intervention

Competent completion of
critical review of treatment
approach.

Met?

Standard IV-G: The applicant for certification must complete a program of study that includes
supervised clinical experiences sufficient in breadth and depth to achieve the following skills
outcomes (in addition to clinical experiences, skills may be demonstrated through successful
performance on academic course work and examinations, independent projects, or other
appropriate alternative methods):

1

(must include all skill outcomes listed in a-g below for each of the 9 major areas): (a) Conduct screening and prevention procedures
(including prevention activities); (b) Collect case history information and integrate information from clients/patients, family, caregivers, teachers,
relevant others, and other professionals; (c) Select and administer appropriate evaluation procedures, such as behavioral observations
nonstandardized and standardized tests, and instrumental procedures; (d) Adapt evaluation procedures to meet client/patient needs; (e) Interpret,
integrate, and synthesize all information to develop diagnoses and make appropriate recommendations for intervention; (f) Complete
administrative and reporting functions necessary to support evaluation; (g) Refer clients/patients for appropriate services.
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Competency
Evaluation1

Performance Indicators
Communication
modalities (including
oral, manual,
augmentative, and
alternative
communication
techniques and
assistive technologies)

Competent completion of a
written case study of a child
being assessed for an AAC
system in the section
discussing assessment.

________________________________________________________

Instructor Signature

Met?

_______________________

Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 220: Swallowing
Standard III-B. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication and
swallowing processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological,
developmental, linguistic & cultural bases.
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates.
Competency
Swallowing Processes

Performance Indicators
Biological

Neurological
Etiologies
Characteristics

The student demonstrated
knowledge of the physiologic &
neurologic basis for normal &
disordered swallowing. The student
identified the anatomic aspects, &
feeding issues associated with
swallowing deficits in the oral,
pharyngeal and esophageal stages.
The students demonstrated
knowledge of the etiologies &
characteristics associated with
swallowing deficits. Students will :
1. provide a written description of
the components of a normal
swallow, possible physiologic or
neurologic problems that can occur
in each phase, & the symptoms
associated with such problems.
2. successfully identify the
anatomic landmarks, as they apply
to swallowing, when shown a
MBSS or FEES
3. Successfully evaluate the various
components of a normal and
disordered swallow presented on a

Met?
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Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

MBSS / FEES.

Swallowing Processes

Psychological
Developmental /
Lifespan
Cultural

The student demonstrated an
understanding of the psychological
and physical issues associated with
swallowing disorders & how the
assessment or treatment of
disorders might vary depending on
age & cultural factors through
participation in class discussions.

Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency
Swallowing

Performance Indicators
Prevention
Intervention

The student demonstrated an
understanding of the risk factors
associated with dysphagia,
strategies to prevent or minimize
the consequences of dysphagia
(e.g., malnutrition, dehydration or
pneumonia), and current trends in
the treatment of swallowing.
1. Given a specific case study, the
student will identify the potential
consequences of dysphagia &
identify appropriate treatment,
compensatory strategies, or
swallowing maneuvers designed to
eliminate or minimize these
complications.
2. Completion of a major class
assignment requiring them to

Met?

391

Competency

Performance Indicators
develop an appropriate treatment
plan for an assigned dysphagia pt.
3. Completion of a thorough,
accurate and well-documented
research paper on dysphagia
assessment or intervention.

Swallowing

Assessment

The student demonstrated
knowledge of the assessment of
swallowing, to include: chart
reviews, procedures for a bedside
evaluation, the MBSS and FEES by
1. see #3, above
2. successful demonstration of a
bedside oral exam
3. successful completion of the
dysphagia practicum requiring them
to view and analyze a MBSS and
FEES.

Met?

392
California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 220: TBI
Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of speech, language,
hearing, and communication disorders and differences and swallowing disorders, including their
etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and
linguistic and cultural correlates. Specific knowledge must be demonstrated in the following
areas:
Competency
Cognitive aspects of
communication (attention,
memory, sequencing, problemsolving, executive functioning

Performance Indicators
Etiologies

Characteristics

Met?

1.The student identified the cognitive
and social aspects of communication as
they related to Traumatic Brain Injury,
including the relevant anatomy,
neurology, etiologies, risk factors,
characteristics, multi-cultural issues, and
other sequela of this disorder through
successful completion of course
examinations, written descriptions, and
participation in class discussions.
2. The student demonstrated an
understanding of the cognitivecommunication characteristics
associated with a given Rancho Scale
rating through successful completion of
a project requiring them to describe
expected characteristics, develop a
treatment plan, and create treatment
materials for an assigned TBI client with
a specific history and Rancho level.

Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
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Competency
Cognitive aspects of
communication

Performance Indicators
Prevention

The student demonstrated an
understanding of the risk factors
associated with TBI and strategies to
prevent or minimize brain damage
associated with TBI by:
1. participating in classroom discussions
regarding the importance of monitoring
ICP, risk factors for TBI, prognostic
indicators for TBI outcomes, &
prevention.

Cognitive aspects of
communication

Assessment

The student demonstrated knowledge of
standardized and informal procedures
utilized in the differential diagnosis and
assessment of cognitive deficits,
pragmatic disorders and speechlanguage deficits often associated with
TBI, Right-CVA, degenerative
neurologic disorders &/or dementia by:
1. participating in classroom discussions
& demonstrations of standardized tests
2. providing a written description of the
components of an evaluation for TBI, to
include appropriate standardized tests
and informal procedures
3. completion of a thorough, accurate
and well-documented research paper on
dysphagia assessment or intervention

Cognitive aspects of
communication

Intervention

The student demonstrated knowledge
and understanding of current trends in
the treatment of TBI and cognitive
disorders through:
1. participation in classroom discussions
regarding appropriate and measureable
goals/objectives for TBI clients
2. completion of a thorough, accurate
and well-documented research paper on

Met?

394

Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

dysphagia assessment or intervention,
3. completion of a major class
assignment requiring them to develop a
treatment plan and therapy materials for
an assigned TBI patient

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

_______________________
Date

395
California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 292
Standard III-D: The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of
prevention, assessment, and intervention for people with communication and swallowing
disorders, including consideration of anatomical/physiological, psychological, developmental,
and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.
Competency
Receptive and Expressive
Language

Performance Indicators
Intervention

Critically review an
approach to language
intervention with
adolescents including the
treatment procedures and
relevant efficacy research.
Performance may be
demonstrated in writing,
participation in class
discussions, or in a class
presentation

________________________________________________________
Instructor Signature

Met?

_______________________
Date
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California State University, Fresno
Dept of Communicative Disorders and Deaf Studies
Competency Verification
Student Name: _______________________________
Course: CDDS 209
Standard III-E The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of standards of ethical conduct.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Regulations and policies

Federal and state

Students will demonstrate in
class discussions knowledge
of state and federal
regulations and policies
related to the practice of
speech-language pathology
for professional practice.

Special education legislation and
regulations

Federal and state

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding special education
law, rules, and regulations,
and how the Code of Ethics
applies to those topics.

Met?

Standard III-F The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of processes used in research and the
integration of research principles into evidence-based clinical practice.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Models of professional services

Special education
settings

Students will demonstrate in
class discussions knowledge
of various professional
service models and legal
requirements related to
special education.

Issues in clinical practice

Public school settings

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding clinical practice
issues related to the

Met?

397

Competency

Performance Indicators

Met?

educational setting.

Standard III-G The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of contemporary professional issues.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Professional issues

Practicum and student
teaching

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding the students’ field
practicum experiences and
demonstrate the ability to
apply course curriculum to
situations encountered
during the student teaching
experience.

Professional issues

Current issues relevant
to speech-language
pathology

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding current
professional issues in the
field of speech-language
pathology.

Met?

Standard III-H The applicant must demonstrate knowledge about certification, specialty
recognition, licensure, and other relevant professional credentials.
Competency

Performance Indicators

Professional credentials

CA licensure

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding licensure
requirements.

Professional credentials

CA credentials

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding credentialing
requirements.

Met?

398

Competency
Professional credentials

Performance Indicators
ASHA CCC

Students will participate in
classroom discussions
regarding certification
requirements.

________________________________________________________

Instructor Signature

Met?

_______________________

Date
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Appendix A
Exit Interview Questions for Graduate Students
1. How did your undergraduate areas of study or learning experiences prepare you for
graduate school?
2. Did you regularly participate in advising as an undergraduate student?
undergraduate advising experience helpful?

How was your

3. How did your graduate areas of study or learning experiences prepare you for your
internship, externship, or student teaching?
4. Did you regularly participate in advising as a graduate student?
graduate advising experience helpful?

How was your

5. For which areas of your field do you feel most prepared?
6. In which areas of your field do you feel you are lacking skills?
7. List what you feel are the most valuable learning experiences in your undergraduate and
graduate education?
8. Which areas of study and learning experiences best prepared you to communicate with
parents, professionals, and pupils?
9. What type of setting are you planning to work in now that you have completed the
program?
10. Which of the following culminating experiences did you choose: comprehensive exams,
thesis, or project? Why did you choose to do (selected experience)? What would have
been helpful for you to have known before doing (selected experience)? How did it
benefit you to do (selected experience)? Would you make the same choice now? Why or
why not?
11. Are you planning to pursue a doctoral degree? If “yes”, in what area of specialization?

