Critical Questioner:
Students will express a critical, questioning perspective (i.e., identify, describe, and analyze) about
diverse theoretical paradigms about teaching, learning and school reform, including those generated
by marginalized groups, which situate schooling in a larger historic and political context.

This means that:
• Students use broad undergirding epistemological perspectives (i.e., positivism,
phenomenology, narrative, emancipatory knowledge) to critically interpret what people say
about teaching, learning, and school reform.
• Students compare and contrast "mainstream" perspectives about teaching and learning with
those generated by members of marginalized groups.
• Students use their own personal and professional experience as a foundation to articulate
their own perspectives about teaching and learning issues.
• Students situate (identify, place, and interpret) specific school issues in larger sociological
contexts defined by complex historical and contemporary relations of race, ethnicity,
language, social class, and gender.
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