
The CCSS fall series hosted by the SJVMP and sponsored by the California Math-
ematics Council (CMC) Central has concluded, but the work continues. Each of 
the days began with a general session focused around the Mathematical Practic-
es, and was followed by grade span break-out sessions for grades facilitated by 
alumni of the San Joaquin Valley Mathematics Project. The series was struc-
tured so that the content focus was different for each day. These sessions were 
open to anyone, but a large number of this year’s SJVMP cohort were active 
participants during the three days. The topics addressed were as follows: 
 Session 1: September 28, 2013 Mathematical Modeling 
 Session 2: October 26, 2013 Real Numbers (fractions, rationals, and reals) 
 Session 3: November 23, 2013 Patterns, Relations, and Functions 
 
Many participants expressed an interest in coming to a spring series that would fol-
low the same format. See page 7 for more details regarding spring events. 
 
These session generated a lot of excitement, and many participants walked away with 
many new ideas that can implemented immediately in their classrooms. 
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Focus on Alumni 

Lisa Portela participated in the 

SJVMP Summer Leadership Institute 

in 2000. She eventually served as 

the director of the program from 

2006-2009. Lisa is currently teach-

ing math at Design Science High. 

SJVMP: Tell us a little but about 

your career in mathematics educa-

tion?  

Lisa: I have been a mathematics 

educator for 16 years. As a gradu-

ate of Fresno Pacific University sev-

eral times over, I  taught 2 years at 

Hanford High School, 4 years at 

Central High School, worked 6 years 

with the San Joaquin Valley Mathe-

matics Project (4 as director), and 

have spent the last 4 years at the 

school where I currently teach, De-

sign Science High School.  

What drives you to do what you 

do? What is your inspiration?  

Lisa: I did not intend to end up in 
education, but I’m glad I did. The 
plan was to become an engineer, 
but I really enjoyed the classes at 
FPU which explored “under the 
hood” and focused on how stu-
dents think and learn mathematics. 
I love my current position because I 
get to see them progress from in-
coming Freshmen to graduating 
Seniors. 

Tell us a little bit about how you 

were first involved with the 

SJVMP.  

Lisa: I was introduced to SJVMP by 
the amazing math department at 
Central High School. Many at Cen-
tral had already been through the 
project, and in 2000, three of us 
from Central attended. We had a 
fabulous time bonding as a group 
and being stretched in our thinking. 
Those two things together created 
a lasting impact. I continued work-
ing with many from our class on 
various projects. I remember clearly 
during a leadership focused discus-
sion that summer telling the person 
next to me that I could never be a 
project director. I was so in awe of 
the inspiring work being done by 
our SJVMP leaders. Little by little I 
continued to attend leadership 
events and step out in leadership 
roles. I was eventually asked to 
work part time for SJVMP and that 
job slowly evolved into directing 
the project. Never say never! 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Each issue, we will focus on an accomplished SJVMP participant from the past 25 

years to comment on the impact the math project has had on their career. Problem of the 
Quarter (POQ) 

 
Each quarter we invite teach-
ers and their students to sub-
mit solutions directly to the 
Director, Mike Chamberlain, 
via email at: 
mchamberlain@fcoe.org. 
Handwritten solutions can be 
scanned and submitted via 
email. Correct solutions will 
be reviewed by the SJVMP 
leadership team,  and select-
ed  solutions will be pub-
lished in the next issue of the 
newsletter. Correct solutions 
must contain both an answer 
and a viable justification. We 
will be looking for student 
and teacher work. Last 
month’s solutions are show-
cased on pages 4-6 of this 
issue. 
 
Current Problem: 
Stopping at the candy store for 
his weekly purchase of fifty 
cents’ worth of Jolly Ranchers, 
Professor Pitheta was pleased 
to find that he was given five 
more Jolly Ranchers than nor-
mal . 

 

“Oh wow!” he exclaimed. “This 
is great! The price has gone  
down ten cents per dozen.” 

 

What was the new price per 
dozen? 

Lisa Portela 



Focus on Current Participants 
Chris is currently teaching mathe-

matics at Edison High School in 

Fresno, CA.  

SJVMP: What was your inspiration 

for choosing mathematics educa-

tion as a career? 

Chris: I have always loved math. 

While in elementary school I found 

moderate success in mathematics. 

It wasn’t until I started tutoring at-

risk youth that I began entertaining 

becoming a math teacher. After 

seeing how math is the gate to so 

many technical careers I decided to 

change from student in support in 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engi-

neering and Mathematics) to teach-

ing. 

How would your students describe 

your class? 

Chris: My students would say that 

my class is a mixture of exploration 

and direct instruction. They would 

say that I make learning math fun 

and meaningful.  

Give an example of an idea you've 

had or implemented as a result of 

your experience with the SJVMP.  

Chris: My students work in groups 

to solve complex problems that 

challenge them. I have changed my 

perspective on what it means for a 

student to have the aptitude to do 

math. After my SJVMP experience I 

try to give my students as many op-

portunities as possible to discover 

the mathematics that governs the 

world around us. I try to help them 

see math as a means and not just 

an end. To see the world outside of 

the box has its advantages. 

Tell me about you proudest 

achievement as a math instructor.  

Chris: Making the decision to be-

come a teacher was my proudest 

achievement. Although my educa-

tion trained me to be an engineer I 

now use my knowledge of process-

es to find ways to build better stu-

dents. I know people are not like 

machines but they do respond to 

input, and the input affects their 

output. 

Was there a person in your career 

who really made a difference?  

Chris: When I came to Fresno to 

teach math I was hired by a princi-

pal that encouraged and supported 

me to bring students through the 

math pipeline. He said that he 

needed me to get students to   

(Continued on Page 7) 

Surely You Jest 

Focus on Alumni  
(continued from page 2) 

What was your most satisfy-
ing experience while serving 
as the director of the SJVMP? 

Lisa: Working for SJVMP defi-
nitely required and inspired 
more growth. It was humbling 
to work with so many talented 
teacher leaders, leaders at 
FCOE, faculty at CSUF, and Cal-
ifornia Math Project leaders 
throughout the state. The 
most exciting part, was when 
SJVMP won grant funds for 
various professional develop-
ment projects. It was exhila-
rating to work so hard as a 
team to build a plan and actu-
ally have it funded!  

What would you say to those 
who are considering taking 
part in the one-year SJVMP 
experience? 

Lisa: SJVMP is a professional 
family. The one-year SJVMP 
experience is career changing 
and therefore life changing. 
My experience with the pro-
ject makes Common Core 
make sense.  

Chris Finley 



Problem of the Quarter: Student Solutions 
Last Quarter’s Problem: A school planned a running competition for eighth graders. Teams of any size were permitted 

to participate. The person who finished first was given a ranking of 1. The second place finisher was ranked 2, and so 

on. The ranking for each runner was recorded. There were no ties amongst the competitors. Each team’s score was the 

sum of the rankings of the team members. The captain of the Speedy Cheetahs Team said: “We, the Speedy Cheetahs, 

have received a team score of 45, and we were the only team where the rankings of our team members were consecu-

tive numbers.”  What could have been the individual rankings of the team members? Justify your answer. 

 This issue we feature work from the 8th Grade class of Jason Chamberlain at Caruthers Middle School. 

Jose Garcia 
Caruthers Elementary  

Grade 8 



Problem of the Quarter: Student Solution 

Simran Athwal 
Caruthers Elementary  

Grade 8 



Problem of the Quarter: Student Solution 

Cody Jones 
Caruthers Elementary  

Grade 8 



Focus on Current  
Participants  

(continued from page 3) 

calculus. He believed in me and 
it made a difference in the im-
pact that I had in the classroom. 

What do you like to do for fun? 

Chris: I like learning new math 
games, spending time with my 
family and riding my mountain 
bike through the streets of Fres-
no. 

What challenges do you antici-
pate while implementing the 
CCSS for mathematics in your 
classroom?  

Chris: It will be hard for some 
students to transition to a new 
way in which math is taught. 
Thinking more about the pro-
cess and what it means to have 
a reasonable solution and justi-
fying your answer is new to 
them. They also have to write 
about their mathematics under-
standing. 

What is the most valuable 
thing you wish to communicate 
to your students?  

Chris: There is no such thing as 
math people and non-math 
people. Everyone has some lev-
el of ability in math and we can 
access this thru inquiry. I have 
stressed to my students that 
their biggest obstacle will be 
their willingness to increase 
their effort. My quote is this, 
“Tell me your fears and I will tell 
you your limits and bounds.” 

The Winter Leadership Retreat is designed to be an exciting two-day experience 
during which teachers (including SLI 2013 alumni), 

math coaches, administrators, and the SJVMP 
Leadership Team network and explore the latest 
research on professional development as related 
to adult learning, as well as hear about the state 
of mathematics education in California.  Specific 
topics that will be addressed in 2014 include the 
CaCCSS, the Mathematics Framework, assess-
ment, and how we can develop local leadership 

to meet the demands of implementing the CaCCSS.  

The WLR will be held at St. Anthony’s Retreat Center on Jan 31—Feb 1, 2014. See 
the flyer on the next page for more details and a registration link. 

Winter Leadership Retreat 2014 

The SJVMP is partnering with the California Mathematics Council (CMC) Central  
Section to put on a Saturday Series of workshops for teachers, coaches, and ad-
ministrators looking to implement  the California Common Core State Standards 
for Mathematics.  There will be grade span break-out sessions for elementary, 
middle, and high school.  Each session will focus on the Standards for Mathemati-
cal Practice and the Content Standards. Each session can be attended individually 
or as part of a comprehensive series. 

Session 1: April 5, 2014 

Session 2: May 3, 2014 

Mark you calendar now. Registration will become available soon. 

Spring 2014 Saturday Series 

Upcoming Events 

PROJECT DIRECTOR 
Mike Chamberlain 
mchamberlain@fcoe.org 
 
ADMIN ASSISTANT 
May Lee 
mayl@csufresno.edu 
 
 

San Joaquin Valley Mathematics Project 
California State University, Fresno 

Kremen Education Building Room 242 
5005 Maple Ave., M/S ED 2 

Fresno, CA 93740-8025 
 

(559) 278-1082 office 
(559) 278-0107 fax 

 

2-Day CCSS Mathematics Implementation Conference 

The  SJVMP, in partnership with CMC Central and the Central Valley Mathematics 
Network (CVMN) will be hosting a Friday – Saturday event for teachers and admin-
istrators on the practical implementation of the CCSS for mathematics. This event 
will begin for administrators on Friday, March 14, 2014 in the afternoon at 3:00, 
and then will include dinner, where they will be joined by teachers for a meal and 
keynote speakers. Saturday, March 15 will have two strands of breakouts, where 
one is geared toward implementation at the classroom level for teachers, and one 
strand for administrators. Be on the lookout for more details. 

mailto:mchamberlain@fcoe.org
mailto:maylay@csufresno.edu
http://api.ning.com/files/cnmPykVAGybCF0xDKzc6JPDOHUYCXv06Hkc1jxoOJZBkyJHC2LJa9-gPAXRAjtpdPb-w6PEHm8D06hFMGO7-OWdtB*TK6xC2/WLR2012Day270.JPG
http://api.ning.com/files/MXekbi0HELhXRz2HXn73rE5v89xVMbyv3HFIGJzBd85lzAgZRmgNWd1LPjsPIIeEljg6tk1RW4AVpU1fZlwumbe9qN3gtUba/Mike.png


Keynote: Spreading Improvements in Teaching to All Classrooms  

Description: We have no shortage of good ideas for teaching mathematics, and there are 
pockets of excellent instruction throughout the country. The real question is: How do we 
spread these practices to all classrooms so the average student experiences the benefit of im-
proved instruction?  
 

Our keynote speaker, Dr. James Hiebert, is a professor in the School of Education at the Univer-
sity of Delaware. He is the coauthor of an influential book based on the TIMSS Video Study: The 
Teaching Gap: Best Ideas from the World's Teachers for Improving Education in the Classroom, 
as well as Making Sense: Teaching and Learning Mathematics with Understanding. 

 

In addition to our keynote speaker, the 2014 SJVMP Winter Leadership Retreat will include 
leadership sessions, California Department of Education updates, and other informative ses-

sions 

Dates:Dates:Dates:  January 31—February 1, 2014 
 

Location: Location: Location: St. Anthony’s Retreat 

  Three Rivers, CA 
  

Registration: Registration: Registration: Deadline - January 10, 2014. 
Registration includes parking, breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, lodging, and all conference 
materials. Applicable late fees apply. 

  

Cost:  Cost:  Cost:  Friday and Saturday 

    Standard  $350 - (Late: $425)   

    SJVMP Alumni  $250 - (Late: $325)   

 Saturday Only 

    Standard $115 - (Late: $180)   

    SJVMP Alumni $75 - (Late: $125)   

 

Link: Link: Link: http://fresno.k12oms.org/141-78011  

Generous Support 

for this event was 

given by the Fres-

no County Office 

of Education. 

http://fresno.k12oms.org/141-78011

